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10 January 1967

HREMORANDUNM
SUBJECT: Soviet Call for Civilian Yolunteers for

Yietnan 55X 1
\ : : December

Hoscow isaued a call in early be 05X 1
Py {an voluntoers” for Vietnan, Specialists

:?ﬂ.gigies wore reportedly being gought, among them
SSCHANLICE nd truck drivers

. report rings true, but adds Zitt.‘m to
what :u ?i:eady muspected concerning Bassian ragruitn |
ing practices in sending both military and civil ;:nm
technicians to Vietmam. Thers iseery reason to EX1
that these--particularly the aig:ng;;:ﬂ sigie;at:ih
on sopething resembling a volunteer . s

' X peed help in the form of mechanics,
‘ and drgwrs. Although _
this is the ":!g:t call™
Nomeow susd Y0 =TTV A volunteers,” there
ae &rg:aly Sovists already doing this kind of work
in Borth Vietnam, The report suggests a recently .
formalized program to estadblish a romter of personnel
with appropriate talents for North Vietnan'a current
aveds .

& A

. As far as can be deternined, the mumber of
Mﬁ.ﬁfa civilians asisting Worth Vietnam in various
technical and advis roles has remained fairly con-
stant over recent months, It is estimated that no .
more than 1,000 Soviet civilian technicizns are presen
in North Vietnma st the present time, It is likely
that thowe who arrived during the past two yoars
volunteered for service there. Despite increased e
militsry activity during that period, and the prese
during thet time of up ™ 1,500 military technicians,

25X1

Approved For Release 2003/10/15 : CIA-RDP79B01737A001800020001-3




25X1

Approved F

br Release 2003/10/15 : CIA-RDP79B01737A0018000200013

-t

O

Bloc ple of readiness to send "volunteers®

;; Yieotnaz at i's request were concelived snd iasued

purposes of political demonstration,

obvions
Prom time to time ¥omcow has focused on the “wvolunteer”

28 an earnest of its commitment to support

gesture

mmy have m'dgit&m’ Mﬁim
some 2

from exploitation of this issue.

The USSR has the option of further refining

ghdga snd conveying the improssion that the

tion,

"wolunteers™ is under wore ux-gent cinsidera~
mmummumm mr::hapaniy

the full extent of the Bussian preseance Nor
Vistnam, Over recent months they hm-a done just that.
The Soviet press has become increasi id in
ealling c attention to specific m of Russian
assistance to Banol, Iast yem Nuscow revesled that
Noxth mm nilitary *ialimts had heen schooled

in
cently

prograns conduc in e USSR, More re-
the Sovieis have publmiy alluded to the role

of Rusainn militsry advisors and technicians within
m Yietnan, who are sdvising and training anti-

t technicians and pilots,
This verbal osealsation of the Soviet role

e tined both 15 endecont Ch1Dens ebarses o1

Soviet
sible,

and cowsrdice, and to um

further aaul&torg mvu by the UB, §'aar milar

, and with Hanoli's prieor comcurrence, the USSR

_‘M}.ymthemt 1 step by sending
further increments a;fomm to mtm, with appropriate

m.ﬂﬁw

1 these “volunteers.”™ Or it could,

for example, declare technicians and sdvisors already
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there "yolunteers.” * Either move would slightly
raise the political level of Boscow's commitment to
North Yietnw's Mmo. zuch tactic would elicit

: _ p T Ll in hesdlines throughout
4be world, bet v d on ba hwve but narginal
Wimhumatm’smmwwsm'
ligre open sckaowledgemsent &f Soviet involvement in
defonse of North Vietusm would not sppreciably increase
the risk of an open Soviet-US military confrontation.

7. There is, of cowrse, no indication that the
wnﬁmﬂmﬁut&rmmmmmp
devlared “"voluntoers" farmiathem}:.mia
it likely that Hanoi will sppeal for volmteors
Mﬁsmnmxwmnﬁaf ¢, In any

wm«mmymgmnmznm
mwu:mmtmamnmmmv;gm
see fit. Mﬁe%ﬂhhm%cﬂbﬂ%
0 nake ; on their "wolunteer™ propaganida gesture,
A R S o A
’ aizy
mmw the war or the extent of
their own involvement in North Vietnan's defense.

mmmmmzﬁm 1ast Jul

cae sliow eitionrs forfe o Fiatasm, foscor

con . Soviet
brosdenst comment on the ¥Yarssw Pact statement
explained that “the Fifth BMague convention of 1907
doss not establish the responsibility of siates for
the fact thit thelr citimens volunteer for service
with one of the belligerents.”
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